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And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Up on the mountain, seeing Jesus transfigured, so that his whole appearance was altered, his face shone like the sun, the witnesses had to know that they were standing in the realm of Heaven itself, at the face of God.  And seeing Moses and Elijah standing next to Jesus, men who had lived on Earth several hundreds of years earlier and who had stood on their own mountains, the witnesses had to know that they were looking in on life-everlasting.

Moses had stood on top of Mt. Sinai.  That was over 1,000 years earlier.  On top of Sinai, the Lord had revealed himself to Moses, had given Moses the Ten Commandments, and the people of Israel standing on the plain below the mountain saw the awesome display from a distance, the fire coming from Heaven, the smoke column shooting up, the earthquake accompanying the Lord’s appearing, and then Moses coming down from the mountain, returning to the day-to-day, mundane life in the midst of the Israelites.

Moses had stood on top of Mt. Sinai, veiled in the fire and smoke, but when he came down, it was different.  If standing on top the mountain was impressive, all glory and power, coming down the mountain was not.  It was to meet humiliation.  For at the base of the mountain, the people, rather than join together in a great prayer of thanksgiving, or rather than join in hymns and psalms to their Lord, the people had built a great idol to Baal—they built, by taking earrings and necklaces from their own wives, the golden calf to bow down to.

Moses went from glory and exaltation at the face of the living God himself, to humiliation at the face of a ridiculous manmade idol.


Several hundred years after that, Elijah had stood on top of Mt. Carmel.  The Lord revealed himself there, too.  Elijah went up Mt. Carmel to confront the false prophets of Baal.  On top of Mt. Carmel, the sight was awesome.  The false prophets called on their god Baal to bring fire from the sky.  This should have been an easy enough thing, since Baal was supposed to be the god of the thunder.  After failing to get the fire from the sky, not even having gotten a little spark or even a whiff of smoke, all eyes turned to Elijah, prophet of the Lord God of Israel.  The fire of the Lord was brought down from the sky, and the altar and everything on it, and the trench of water around it, were all consumed in the fire, and everyone saw it on top of that mountain, and 450 prophets of Baal died.

And then Elijah went down from the mountain, back to the daily, mundane life.  If standing on top the mountain was impressive, all glory and power, coming down the mountain was not.  It was to meet humiliation.  For at the base of the mountain, Elijah had to flee from the pursuing soldiers of Queen Jezebel, and the great prophet ended up hiding like a vagrant in a cave out in the wilderness. 

Elijah went from glory and exaltation at the face of God himself, to humiliation at the hands of an evil queen trying to hold on to her throne.


So it’s Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus on the Mt. of Transfiguration.  On the mountain, it’s strength and power, glory and exaltation for the witnesses to see.  But after the mountain, it will be weakness, humiliation.

For the witnesses of all this, Peter and James and John, to see Jesus transfigured is for them to see him as true God, the One sent to Earth from Heaven, he who is of the same substance as the Father.  It is for them to know, since they have been with Jesus through much mundane life—walking down roads, eating fish with the villagers, drinking wine with tax-collectors and sinners—the Transfiguration is for them to know that in the person of Jesus, this man they now know so well, the divine nature has been united with the human nature; he is both God and Man.

This is critical for Peter and James and John to know.  For after the Mt. of Transfiguration, they will be going to Jerusalem where Jesus will be entering his suffering and humiliation, and will be killed, on a different mountain.

Who is it that is hanging on that cross?  A man?  It must be, for he can be tied up and spit upon just like any other man who has been defeated by force.   

But, the Mt. of Transfiguration: this Man is also true God, from Heaven, creator of all, the One who bestows all life, so that even Moses and Elijah, from centuries earlier, are standing next to him, looking him in the face, talking with him.  This Jesus is true God, who, as he journeys to the cross, empties himself out of his divine power, in order to suffer for the sinners. 

The Mt. of Transfiguration gives us the testimony of who it is who will in short order be hanging from the cross.  The humiliated One, the suffering servant, it is God the Son, never anything less than true Man, but never anything less than true God, either.


Matthew 17:9:

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

Tell no one what you have seen on the Mt. of Transfiguration until after I have been crucified and then raised up from the dead.  For, apart from the humiliation of the cross, apart from the death suffered for all sinners, the Mt. of Transfiguration serves no good purpose for the sinner. 

But with the cross, with the atoning death, it is all there for the sinner.  For all that has been done to Jesus, the spitting, the beatings, the slander, the nails, it has all been taken up into the divine nature of Jesus, so that the Jesus who reigns in Heaven, God the Son sitting upon the throne, is the One who died.

He died for us.  For us and our families.  For the families who lived in sin and fear of death at the generation of Moses, for the families who lived in despair at the generation of Elijah, for all those living in any fear during our own generation, for ourselves and our own families, for all of us, he died.

His death on the cross now reigns over all time, all generations.  His forgiveness is for the sins of every sinner.  His grace and mercy is freely and abundantly spilled out from Heaven for every person of every place and every generation.

No one is left out, no one forgotten—he, the crucified One, is true God, having taken his humanity up into his divinity, so he is Lord of all, the Savior to be proclaimed to every sinner.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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MATTHEW 17:1-9

